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President’s Piece

Never for a moment did I think I would ever be writing anything to
anyone as the President of something!  However, quite early on during
this years’ FOY conference, when John Hewerdine quietly and
unassumingly posed the FOY President question to me, well I fancy I
caught a glimpse, right then and there in John’s eye, of all the
GOODNESS I’ve come to know and love that is FOY and the reason
why.  Even after plenty of thinking time, I just couldn’t say no to being
nominated for FOY President and so, thank you FOY for electing me!

I’d like to expand then upon what is the FOY GOODNESS and hopefully
at the same time, shed light upon what it is for me that keeps me coming
back to FOY each year for more:

We meet at The Nightingale Centre (NC), Great Hucklow in Derbyshire,
always a great place to ‘be’ and ‘meet’ people. It’s where, during the late
1990’s, for something called ‘Unitarian Experience Week’ (UEW), I met
David and subsequently, after a few more years mostly UEW NC
meetings, I proposed marriage to David and David said “Yes”!

Now at FOY, with the help of experts and some highly knowledgeable
amateurs, we endeavour to learn, understand and debate upon the
ideas, concepts and problems etc of a particular subject or topic. This
may be something highly serious and controversial as ‘War on Drugs’

Helen Copley
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and ‘Climate Change’, prompted by the recent debates at GA (and
where at next year’s GA , FOY will hopefully be presenting more); or it
may be something perhaps more light hearted, as in ‘Exploring Humour’
the subject of our 2010 conference. The latter not quite the heady stuff
of climate problems and drug addiction however, being able to smile and
have a laugh is something more and more of us now are less frequently
able to do and so the topic as it transpired proved sufficiently important
and  relevant to FOY.

So, no matter how insurmountably grave or seemingly insignificant the
subject, what FOY shows is a willingness and passion enough for
learning and a commitment and duty of care to life, which in a nut shell
is the GOODNESS of FOY, and if through the process of its endeavours
it manages to effect even the slightest of positive changes...........

............. Come and join us for FOY Conference 2015!

Richard Varley

It is a very long time since I last attended the General Assembly Annual
Meetings: certainly not in this century and probably sometime before the
end of the last one!  It seemed appropriate that, during my period of
office as Foy President, I should represent the Society.  An added
attraction was that they were being held in the palatial – by GA Meetings
standards – surroundings of Whittlebury Hall in Northamptonshire, just
over the fields from Silverstone Grand Prix circuit and, at times, very
much in ear shot of it!  Being just over fifteen miles from home, I saw no
reason to sacrifice the comfort of my own and I was able to enjoy a
pleasant drive through the Northamptonshire countryside. It met with our
treasurer’s approval and the saving in accommodation costs neatly went
a considerable way towards funding a lap top for Foy and GA Zette!

Helen Copley
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It proved to be a splendid venue, with the various meeting venues,
accommodation and dining facilities under one comfortable roof.  The
event was well co-ordinated under the eagle eye of Andrew Mason who,
by now, will have been surgically removed from his clipboard!  The
geography of the buildings grew in familiarity over the duration of the
meetings and one’s knowledge of racing circuits was expanded as they
were used as room names.  The catering was excellent: criticism of
some small vegetarian portions, being the only negative comment I
heard. Never have I seen over three hundred people so efficiently
served with high quality meals in the prescribed finite timescale: at
times, the head waiter’s direction of his waiters bore an uncanny
resemblance to a policeman on point duty!

The meeting had some of the traditional features that I vaguely recall
from the past.  Delegates drifting slowly into meeting sessions, deep in
conversation, with a patient President and Chief Executive trying to
remind all of a tight timetable.  The contentious debate that nobody
really wanted: a church resolution putting forward a Vice Presidential
candidate previously rejected by the Executive Committee. The
speakers at the microphone who lose all sense of time and would
probably still be speaking now, given half a chance: I won’t name names
in order to avoid embarrassment – I can’t remember, anyway!  A debate
over five pounds: that centred on whether ministers and lay persons
should be paid the same for taking a service in a vacant pulpit.  My
brother-in-law, Martin West, making a monetary appeal: he was
serenaded to the dais to the sound of a certain Abba song.  Meeting up
with many fellow Unitarians, some of whom I hadn’t met for longer than
I would care to say: some somewhat greyer than I last remember!   What
I find rewarding on these occasions is to be afforded the opportunity to
renew old acquaintances and make new friendships with the wide
ranging discussions that invariably ensue in Unitarian circles!

Foy Stand
in the main
display area
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As a non-resident, the GA Zette office proved a very useful base for me.
My own term of office as editor was back in Bristol in 1973.  How things
have changed, apart from the nocturnal shifts, seeking reporters and
temperamental printers!  A far cry from manual typewriters cutting
stencils, Henry Tittle manually cutting headings and cartoons and
Gestetner duplicators!  I was sucked into a small amount of reporting
but, partly by being in the wrong place at the right time, I became
involved in the unloading, and loading, of the Foy equipment for Zette
production out of, and into, the Warhurst estate car: something akin to a
three dimensional jig saw puzzle!  I have to apologise for urging David
to move at an un-Warhurst like pace to pack his car after the meetings,
as he missed a pot of tea Hazel had kindly arranged: you try keeping
David from his tea and you’ll appreciate the gravity of my ‘crime’!

There were the usual choices to be made, where there were parallel
running meetings.  Alan Ruston took up the challenge of the opening
event in the ‘graveyard’ slot - after lunch – in a warm and packed room.
Alan has an excellent style and brought humour and life into what could
have been a dry subject in explaining “200 Years of Being Legal” and
the importance and meaning of the 1813 Act in ‘legalising’ the activities
of our forefathers.

Something which made a lasting impression came from the Young
Unitarians contribution to ‘Celebrating our Community’ arranged by the
Midland Unitarian Association.  They invited a show of hands in
response to a series of questions, which served to illustrate the wide
diversity of opinions and beliefs that may be found within our movement.
It is something that I consider fundamental as a Unitarians  If only others
in the world could take our approach and find room for differing beliefs
and traditions to peacefully co-exist, instead of reading daily in our
newspapers of countless conflicts fuelled by intolerance and a desire to
impose a particular way of life, often in a brutal manner.

Richard carried
the Foy Society
Banner which
was on display
Throughout the
Assembly
Meetings
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One can never judge how much debate resolutions will promote: this
year was no exception.  The Steering Group accepted the tabling of two
Emergency Resolutions.  The second resolution, proposed by twelve full
members, was triggered by the IPCC’s climate change report, which had
been published earlier in the year.  It included phrases like ‘urgent call
for action’ and ‘stark warning of the severe, pervasive and irreversible
impact of unmitigated climate change’.  It spurred the Foy members
present into rapid consultation and we agreed that I should speak in
general support of the resolution but press for a more balanced ap-
proach, generally reflecting the outcome of last year’s Foy Conference.
The motion was formally proposed by Rev Feargus O’Connor, but it was
the seconding of it by Professor Levermore that stalled any progress
there and then.  In five minutes flat he presented some graphs and
charts, which we had spent half a day deliberating over at Foy Confer-
ence, and effectively brought the prospect of further progress, there and
then, to a grinding halt.  The queue of those lining up to speak to the
‘neutral’ microphone lengthened rapidly and the feeling of the meeting
was that it should be deferred for presentation at next year’s meetings
and in the meantime the proposers should prepare a briefing pack for
congregations so that delegates may attend properly prepared, some-
thing which the presentation of an emergency resolution does not afford.
Following the meeting, I have made a submission, in consultation with
Foy Council, to the proposers, a copy of which may be found elsewhere
in this edition.  So, I never reached the microphone: my only contribu-
tion, while poised to speak, was to help put back a piece of the platform
facing that had chosen to fall over in the excitement of the moment!

The highlight of the final session was the installation of our own Marion
Baker as President.  The formal proposal of Marion was undertaken in
an unusual, but memorable manner, by Colin Partington and Ernest
Baker in the style of Morecambe and Wise: the height differential was

Ernest Baker &
Colin Partington
warm up the
Assembly before
Marion’s installation
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fine but the short fat hairy legs were left to the imagination!  Colin left us
in no illusion as to Marion’s very fine qualities that will equip her well for
her presidential year.  Her installation was rounded off by the waving of
‘I’m behind M’ flags that had been clandestinely circulated beforehand.

Because of the time that has elapsed since the meetings, this was never
intended to be a comprehensive report of the proceedings; more some
personal reflections.   Reports have already been included in past
editions of the Inquirer, some while ago.  If you want copies of the Zettes
covering the meetings, then our illustrious treasurer will be more than
happy to relieve you of the appropriate sum of money!

And this year, not just from England, but from Wales, Scotland, France
and the Czech Republic they came.  Many pitched their tents in the field,
some slept in the re-furbished dormitories of the Barn and just a few
opted for the added comforts of local B&Bs.

The mix of ages, from 1 year old to well over 70, of Flagg experience,
from first-timers to a few with over fifty years of Flagging, is all part of the
Flagg experience. And this mix changes over time.  There was a time
when everyone was, or seemed to be, in their twenties or thirties (as
indeed was The Foy Society); then marriages, children and growing
older changed the Flagg profile.  This year there were at least three
families with three generations present.

For many years the May gathering was known as the Trustees
Weekend; this was thought to send a restricted message to the wider
world and so it became the ‘Welcome Weekend’ – a time for everyone.
But it is still the main meeting time for the Trustees of the Barn and the
Green (The Flagg Trustees). Helen Mason (Chair) together with Mark
Ruston and Alan Dawson are steering a difficult course that will before

Flagg Welcome Weekend 2014
David Dawson
The end of May – the bank holiday weekend – and, like
Chaucer’s pilgrims, “folk do long to go on
pilgrimage…from every shire’s end of England, to Flagg
they wend, the holy blissful Peak for to seek” (adapted!)
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long see the Green fully refurbished and let at an economic rent. The
funding for this is in place and the contractor has now started work.
Isobel Mason continues to manage the letting of the Barn – seventeen
bookings so far this season – and room for more.  The ‘more’ could be
you – it’s an ideal place for a small group of friends to meet for a
weekend or longer.

The trust deed says, amongst other purposes, that the property and land
shall be used ‘for the benefit of the inhabitants of the village of
Flagg…and the neighbourhood’. We are pleased to allow the village
nursery school to use our wood for outdoor education, and I am quite
sure that our children are delighted to have access to the playground at
the Nursery School.  The wood was planted in 1988 as part of a wider
project supported by the Peak District National Park. It hides the
camping field from the road and is a mecca for all children.

The small Unitarian chapel in the village is no longer a place of worship,
but we keep a chalice burning once a year with a Unitarian worship
service in the Flagg Village Hall.  This year Shammy Webster – just
completing ministry training in Manchester – conducted  all-age worship
with the theme ‘Bubble of Trust’: plenty of scope for practical activities
in this service, and a serious underlying theme.

Flagg on a warm sunny day can be blissful.  Monday morning was such
a morning with the sweet country air and the gentle breeze raising the
spirits.  The rest of the weekend was less idyllic, but Flagg pilgrims are
determined folk and walk in anything but the very worst weather. They
get wet, of course, but clothes dry in the heat from the stove and the food
(excellently prepared this year by Stuart and Trish Ashworth) and
gathered company make the poor weather of little consequence.

David Dawson
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Shouldn’t we learn
from the experience
of other countries?

My mother, Mrs Edith Cornell, was a member of the Ipswich
Congregation from her retirement & return to her birthplace, Ipswich, in
1970 until her death 1989.  Although uncomplaining, Edith Cornell was
very tiny lady, crippled by both forms of arthritis and appalling scoliosis
(curvature of the spine), nevertheless a typical "Universal Granny"-
gentle, smiling, interested in everyone, a good listener, enjoyed a good
joke, always ready with a kind word.

One bright, sunny Sunday morning whilst Ipswich Unitarians were taking
Refreshments in the Courtyard after the Morning Service, Adam
Croucher (not quite 4)) and Stephen Reed (slightly younger) nearly
came to blows over 'ownership' of ‘Granny Cornell’...
Stephen:"Granny Cornell is MY Granny"
Adam:"No, she isn't, Granny Ipswich is MY GRANNY!"
Stephen: "I see Granny Cornell every Sunday -she is MY Granny"
Adam:"Granny Ipswich is my Mummy's Mummy, so SHE IS MY GRANNY
Stephen: "I‘ve got more Grannies than you: Granny Butters, Granny
Kennedy & Granny Cornell…"
Adam:"I've got two  Grannies, Granny Ipswich and Granny Olive,
Dorking, who we call GOD."
Granny Cornell: "Now, now boys, don't spoil a lovely day: I am Adam's
real Granny: I am called ‘Granny Ipswich’ because this is where I live.
But, do you know what?  I can be Sunday Granny to Stephen and all the
other boys & girls at the Meeting House too.
Now, would you boys like a Murray Mint?" asked Granny, reaching down
into her ‘magical’ bag containing mysterious but amazingly appropriate
‘bits and pieces’ - a curved needle and waxed thread for emergency
Grandson sandal repairs; a sticking plaster or two, tissues, some string,
safety pins, some Fisherman’s Friends & to sooth all ills, some Murray
Mints..(‘the-too-good-to-hurry-mints’),to ‘save the day’.

Janice Croucher

An Ipswich Anecdote from 1982
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Disclaimer: This article is being written under somewhat foolish, self-imposed conditions (including,
but not limited to: late night, tiredness, far too long after the conference, no one around to make me
cups of tea, acute mental anguish etc.) which may impair its quality but (hopefully) make it more
entertaining (at least for me, dear reader). You have been warned.

This year’s topic was enough to drag me kicking and screaming back to the
Nightingale Centre after being away for several years… Hmm okay, I wasn’t
kicking or screaming. I was gamboling through the fields up from Hope station
– pausing only to attempt to incite a field full of sheep to rebel against the human
oppressors “They may well give you all the grass you could want, but they’re
going to eat your babies.” The sheep remained unrattled by this information.
Buddhists could learn a thing or two from them – feeling my spirits lift as they
always do, the closer I get to Great Hucklow. It had been so long that I even got
lost between Bradwell and Hucklow. I thought my feet would never forget those
paths.

A glance at my notes tells me that the next thing I wanted to mention was the
refurbished lounge and conservatory at the Nightingale Centre. Unfortunately
my notes neglect to tell me what I wanted to mention about them. They were
nice. Um. I’m not great at describing interior design kind of things. But they were
definitely nice. You should visit and check them out yourselves if you can.

The theme of the conference, as I sort of implied above, is of great interest to
me. In November 2009 I started working as a temp for a charity called
Swanswell, which aims to help people overcome problematic alcohol and drug
misuse. Over the next few years I went from making up files and sending
appointment letters, to a full time job in data administration – data quality and
reporting and ooh, the most fun you can imagine having with spreadsheets if
you are a weirdo who likes spreadsheets (like me) – to training colleagues in
alcohol brief interventions or substitute prescribing, to finally applying for and (I
am still slightly mystified by this) being offered a role as a substance misuse
worker. I spent just over a year working with a mixed caseload of drug and
alcohol clients in the Hinckley area. So I know a little bit about drug and alcohol
addiction, and how it can affect people’s lives. Enough to believe very strongly
that criminalisation of drug users does more harm than good.

(So far so good. Now to attempt to read some more of my handwriting…)
Yeah… about that… Something something…. David Barrie… Oh yes! David
Barrie! He was wonderful. He was our keynote speaker. His background was
in the arts – a quick glance at Wikipedia tells me he was Director of The Art Fund
from 1992 to 2009 – involved in abolishing the entrance fee to national
museums and art galleries. He also served in the Diplomatic Service and

Foy Conference 2014 The War on Drugs

Allan Warhurst
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Cabinet office in the 70s and 80s. More recently he became interested in drug
policy and particularly reform and was chair of Make Justice Work – a campaign
to change how Britain deals with lower-level offenders by moving from
expensive and futile short prison terms to intensive and effective sanctions.

When David described the War on Drugs as “One of the great public policy
catastrophies of modern times,” I knew I was going to enjoy hearing what he had
to say. (I really need to learn how to read my own writing, or somehow modify
the writing so it’s legible)

I thought the War on Drugs was something started by Richard Nixon in the 70s.
Well, apparently not. David informed us that there’s a UN convention dating
back to 1961, so it’s not as simple as, for example, an individual country
deciding to legalise marijuana – they’d have to unilaterally act against a UN
convention to do so. Changes to this UN convention are likely to be blocked by
the Security Council as two members (Russia and China) have extremely
hard-line approaches to drugs.

According to UN estimates, between 1998 and 2008 the worldwide consump-
tion of opiates, cocaine and cannabis all increased despite, for example, the US
spending $1-2.5 trillion over 40 years on this “War”. A good return on that
investment? In 1971 there were approximately 3,000 heroin addicts (sadly my
notes don’t say where…) today this has risen to approximately 300,000. So the
War on Drugs clearly isn’t working. In the meantime, alcohol and tobacco cause
many more deaths than illegal drugs.

The issue is a very complex one. David talked about how there has been
significant effort to stop the growth of opium in Afghanistan and encourage
wheat crops instead. However for poor farmers there is no profit in doing this.

There are different approaches to criminalisation being tried in several
countries. Here are a few examples:

· Uruguay has legalised the production, sale and use of cannabis – and
fixed prices quite low in an attempt to eliminate any criminal element

David Barrie
Introduces the
theme for our 2014
Foy Conference
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· Portugal has been using a decriminalisation approach where substance
misuse is treated as a healthcare issue rather than a criminal justice
issue. E.g. enforced treatment rather than a prison term

· Colorado has legalised sale and use of cannabis – and is already
showing significant tax revenues from this, which can potentially (he
added cynically) be used for the greater good of the people

There is a UN special meeting in 2016, which may be an opportunity for a new
mindset, for governments to be guided by scientific evidence rather than
political expediency.  What David said we could do, is help to change public
opinion, so that politicians might be able to make bigger changes to policy,
without risking their chances of being re-elected.  It was a fascinating session,
with far more information than I could possibly repeat here (even if I could read
all of my hastily-scribbled notes) and I think we all felt privileged to have such a
well-informed speaker present.

Our next guests were from Emmaus in Sheffield, which is one of a group of
semi-autonomous charities based on a model originally used in post WW2
France to help people who are homeless.  They are self-funding – through sale
of donated goods mainly – communities in which people can live and work for
as long as they need to.

In Sheffield the group was set up by a former police chief in response to the
cycle of taking people off the street at night, letting them sleep in a cell, giving
them breakfast and kicking them out again in the morning. As well as the
obvious benefits of somewhere to live and paid work, there is also a great deal
that residents there can learn from the challenges of living with the people they
work with. They’re encouraged by staff to talk about their feelings and work
through things that come up, as well as stretch themselves by taking on different
roles.

Kris (best not to reveal his surname), who allowed his own story to be read out
to the group, is in charge of thriving eBay sales for the charity – something which
I don’t think he would have believed possible when he was struggling with
substance misuse and homelessness. It was a moving session, Kris’ story in
particular was at times heart-breaking, yet inspirational. People are given the
opportunity to empower themselves and change their lives – gain qualifications,
learn social work and basic living skills, build up savings and, when they feel
ready, their own property and jobs.

The effectiveness of this method is undeniable, but it struck me that with space
for just 14 people at a time in Sheffield, and many cities not having their own
Emmaus, it seems but a drop in the ocean. But this denies its’ importance as
both a beacon of inspiration that here is something that can be done, that works,
that saves taxpayer money (approx. £36,000 per annum per head in benefits)
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and that can be started in other cities, and more importantly, the changes it
enables people to make to their own lives – empowerment, self-respect,
aspiration to something greater – these things, I believe, ripple outwards and
benefit communities on a larger scale than the numbers might otherwise
indicate. Why not see if there’s an Emmaus near you and offer to volunteer, or
donate some goods?

There was a session led by myself and Tim Baker… and a panel discussion.
Unfortunately I appear to have blocked most of my memories of these sessions
from my mind. Possibly because I was in a state of panic at the time… You see
I only finished working as a substance misuse worker last November, and there
are wounds that have not yet healed from what was probably the most stressful
time of my life.

I worked with people whose lives were falling apart around them, and I tried to
help them to change. But I lacked confidence in my abilities and I took a great
deal of their pain home with me and turned it into my pain. So although people
at Foy thanked me for my input into the sessions and conference, it was at times
extremely difficult for me to be there. Perhaps I shouldn’t even mention this?
The thing is though, I have spent many years hiding my pain and I don’t think
it’s helped me at all.

So here’s some truth. I felt like a fraud sitting with those clients. Who was I to
presume to be able to help them when I couldn’t even help myself? – I have
been struggling with addiction to computer games for almost as long as I can
remember (it started with a ZX Spectrum). I am only now beginning to face that
truth (four days ‘clean’ so far). The reality is that I did help some of my clients.
Sometimes it was just by listening to them. Sometimes by telling them
uncomfortable truths. Sometimes by referring them to social services.
Sometimes by giving them information.

I’m not really sure what the point of all this is, but perhaps it might be that it’s
very easy to dismiss someone with an alcohol or drug problem. You only have
to read the Daily Mail (Please don’t do that. If you must buy it, use it to line your

Tim Baker (L)
with Allan
Warhurst  on
his left as they
answer ques-
tions from the
rest of us
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cat’s litter tray) to hear about junkies and drug addicts and the scourge they are
on society. Well, there are certainly people who do some very nasty things. That
is true. But my time in that job taught me to remember that I was sitting in a room
with a human being. That’s all. Two humans sitting in a room.

Sadly I only learned that during my notice period. I think I did some of my best
work during those last few weeks. When I stopped worrying about helping
people and felt free to simply sit with them.

I spoke to my parents earlier this week about writing this article, and about being
afraid that I would be too brutal, or too honest. I know that this a disjointed mess
of fragmented memories, notes and sudden bursts of too-personal tangential
rantings, but it remains my report on Foy Conference this year. And perhaps it
stands as a reminder that I have been scarred by my work in this sector, that
there are people like my former colleagues who spend 40+ hours a week trying
to help people who are struggling with addiction, and who, being human
themselves, often go home stressed, depressed, anxious, perhaps with
addictions of their own (how many drug workers drink and smoke at harmful
levels?).

Their victories are never sung in the press, but they are victories nevertheless.
Like the card that sits on my shelf. A simple thank-you from a woman who came
to me with an alcohol problem and felt that somehow talking to me had meant
something. Allan Warhurst

2014 Foy Conference Group Picture
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I would like to emphasise that I have absolutely nothing against the name Dorothy.  I
had an aunt whose name was Dorothy.  My mother-in-law’s name was Dorothy. I have
good friends who are called Dorothy.  Most importantly, my wife’s first name is
Dorothy.  Thereby hangs my tale!  She has always been known by her second name
Lynne, but her parents decided to also name her after her mother, so she was chris-
tened Dorothy Lynne, as they felt that flowed better than Lynne Dorothy.  However,
officialdom has a problem with recognising the Christian name by which a person is
normally known.  So, if I collect a prescription for her, I have to remember I am
collecting one in the name of Dorothy Varley.  Equally, it is Dorothy, and not Lynne,
who visits the doctor or dentist and if a travel document, seeking a first name, ties in
with her passport…… I would have thought that in our technological age, there could
be a way in which it was possible to recognise the name by which a person is known,
where it is not their first name, but, hey ho!

Over recent months, I have been intrigued by how official advice, on various topics, has
turned around. I read a report that modest consumption of red wine is beneficial: that
a Swindon cardiologist was handing out 125ml glasses of Cabinet Sauvignon twice a
day to his patients, as he claimed that it reduced the risk of a second heart attack by a
half and the risk of a stroke by twenty percent.  He had recommendations for the
vintages and grapes with the highest antioxidant content and insisted that screw top
bottles were the best! The experiment was backed up by examination of statistics in
France, where it was observed that patients suffered far fewer heart attacks despite
fattier diets and higher incidence of smoking. Other scientists suggest that red wine
benefits are overhyped.  A team tracked the health of nearly eight hundred villagers
from the Chianti region of Italy, but their study found no proof that the wine ingredient
resveratrol, suggested as the key ingredient, stops heart disease, or prolongs life.  It is
possible that there is no clear evidence that red wine is any better than beer, white
wine or liquor for heart health.  If you carry out some internet research on the adverse
effects, short and long term, of alcohol, then quite frankly you wouldn’t touch the stuff!

A lady wrote a letter to the Times to say that when her children were babies, she laid
them to sleep on their tummies as it was supposed to reduce the risk of them choking.

Idle thoughts of a not so idle fellow

Richard Varley
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Now, that is seen as dangerous practice and so apparently, it is recommended babies
lie on their backs.  I can’t remember in which position I was put in my cot, but clearly I
survived!

With my interest, and experience, in the transport industry, I have been reading the
debate concerning the changing view on diesel as a fuel for cars is a rather serious
concern in many people’s minds.  For many years, the thinking has been that diesel
engined cars, besides being more economical, were better for the environment than
petrol engined ones.  The cost of road fund licence, based on CO² emissions, reflects
this. However, it is the study of the harmful effects of the emission of other pollutants,
including particulates and nitrous oxide, which is changing opinion and advice.  The
president of the AA is reported to have said that more than million motorists have
been ‘betrayed and misled’ into buying diesel cars.  His comments were triggered that
certain councils are proposing measures and charges and penalties relating to the use
of such vehicles.  It is anticipated that the use of such measures will widen in order to
meet European environmental targets.  I read a comment made by someone, who
makes a regular lunch time shopping trip, and noticed ‘regulars’ who sit in their car, in
the car park, eating their sandwiches, whilst leaving their engine running, polluting the
atmosphere besides wasting fuel,  so as to power the air con or heating system
depending on the time of year!

As knowledge expands, there will be always be situations where ‘expert’ advice will
change.  What is of particular concern is where the people follow such advice in good
faith, only to be hit by a cost penalty having done so. A dramatic example of a pitfall I
read about, befell a couple in Hornchurch, who innocently bought a year 2000
registered diesel engined camper van, only to find that if they kept it at home they
would incur a charge of £100 a day.  To avoid the penalty, they have to refrain from
using it within, and park it outside, London’s low emission zone commuting to and from
the vehicle whenever they want to use it. Official advice suggests that owners of
vehicles that do not meet the above requirements have a number of options: fit a filter,
replace the vehicle, reorganise their fleet to only use compliant vehicles in London or
convert to natural gas!  I would have thought that they ought to be having an
‘interesting’ conversation with the dealer who sold it to them.

L: Editor’s family trans-
port, now out of favour.
It runs on diesel…

R: Varley transport, a
hybrid which is as envi-
ronmentally friendly as
the generation process

of the electricity, with
which it is charged.
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Those of us at the older end of the age spectrum, have seen a greater change, in many
aspects of life, compared with previous generations.  We see the universal use of
mobile phones and yet can recall the time when the great advance was the arrival of
the automated telephone exchange: no longer did we have to wait for an operator to
obtain a number!  We remember when telephone box phones had buttons A and B.
The rate of change is exponential and I sometimes wonder what changes someone fifty
years hence will have witnessed.  I think back to the comments that my father used to
make about how things had changed in his lifetime and I wonder to what extent
successive generations find themselves slipping into the phraseology of their
forebears!

What is certain is that each successive generation will have to become more attuned
to embracing a greater degree of change.  We don’t always like what we see.  It
presents increasing challenges to everyone, in recognising that change isn’t always
easy to embrace and there is often a reluctance to move on from that with which one
was brought up.  We may chose to be selective with what we accept.  I am comfortable
with internet use, e-mails, texting, tablet newspapers and my Kindle for some books,
but you won’t see me on Facebook or ‘tweeting’.  What is important is that we must
recognise the extent to which others embrace modern communication.  Our own Foy
News is distributed electronically, but the paper copies are there for those who aren’t
able to see such a version or who prefer to hold paper in their hands.  We mustn’t leave
behind those who may not have moved forward at the same pace: it is all too easy to
do so.

You will have noticed that I haven’t recently had a rant about the
use of hand held mobile phones in cars: so I’m about to now!
Hardly a day goes by without my noticing someone offending. It has

been reported that using a mobile, hand-held or hands-free, in a moving vehicle is as
dangerous as, or worse than, drink driving or doing so while under the influence of
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drugs. Surely, there is an argument therefore that the penalties for such should be
comparable.  Even though there are moves afoot to increase the penalty, they will still
fall short of those for driving under the influence of drink or drugs.  I am disturbed by
those who take such a cavalier approach to the important task of driving a car and feel
that using a mobile phone, for talking, texting or anything else, in such circumstances,
is acceptable and does not detract from their prime task in the increasingly challenging
traffic conditions of today’s world.  You are not free of the hazard in a supermarket.
I’ve seen those, and generally successfully avoided them, who appear to be blissfully
unaware of where they are manoeuvring their loaded shopping trolley, whilst
engrossed in a conversation on their mobile: hey ho!

Returning to a topic I raised in a recent article, which concerned new phrases that have
crept into everyday language, I was reminded, in the Magazine section of the BBC’s
web-site, of another new ‘fashion’ that I encountered at work, shortly before I retired.
It relates to the phenomena known as simply "uptalk"; the habit of making statements
sound like questions by finishing a statement with an upward inflection.  It was said
that surveys have suggested that bosses dislike it. Stephen Fry admitted on the TV
show Room 101 that he hated it and numerous older people have picked up numerous
younger people on their use of it.  In our case, one regular visitor “uplifted” rather
dramatically which led to suppressed amusement amongst my colleagues! However,
the spat between Melvin Bragg and John Humphries concerning intricacies of language
use, which occupied the letter page of the Times, went right over my head when
reference was made to the use of the present historic tense!  One thing I do detest is
when someone uses the phrase ‘of course’: so and so used to play for such and such a
club, of course……

As a final thought, I turn to another subject of comment over recent months,
concerning the content of displays in shops adjacent to check-outs.  There has been a
move away, but not in every case, to remove tempting offers of snacks which do
nothing for your waistline.  It is interesting to observe the content of such offers that
the various retailers put before you.  However, I haven’t quite got to the bottom of the
approach of Marks and Spencer on the first floor of their Northampton Store.  This
floor is shared by menswear and lingerie: an interesting mix.  The consequence is that,
as men queue to pay for shirts, socks and the like, they are surrounded by a
comprehensive selection of bras…….!

Editor’s note: Tried to find a picture to go with the final part of the
above contribution, but thought better of it after my wife found me on a
website which might, by some, be considered slightly suspect….

Richard Varley
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I am pleased to give you an update on how things are going.  Scott, I and
friends visited Flagg at the end of August and I am pleased to report that
developments at The Green were well underway and the quality of the
work (to my untrained eye) looked good and the progress pleasing.

At the time of going to press, Peter Cottrell, our developer, was confident
that the work would be completed before you read this.  The progress we
saw included:

· All dilapidations.  The old sheds are down, as is the conservatory
and all the old junk has been removed from the house, including
the kitchen, bathroom furniture and floor coverings

· Extensive clearing of the grounds.  A ton of greenery has been
cleared, trees lopped, paths dug out and new gravel laid

· Full rewire
· New heating system including combination boiler, water pressure

cylinder and new radiators
· All wall surfaces repaired including the addition of special damp

resistant plaster to lower surfaces
· New plaster board cladding to all the ceilings

More News from Flagg
An update by Helen Mason
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· Erection of the new downstairs loo
· Significant drainage works including the installation of a new foul

waste disposal plant

Things are progressing rapidly now and the new bathrooms, kitchen,
flooring and internal decoration will go in over the next week or so.

To my eye, and to those who toured the property with me that weekend,
the potential of the refurbished house and gardens is super.  It looks
grand but charming, secluded but accessible, enchanting but practical
for a modern family.  I am so pleased we took the risk and decided to
develop it in this way.

Thanks to Susan and Graham Wainwright, The Barn looks in excellent
condition.  In fact one of our friends who arrived first last weekend said
it looked better than they had ever seen it before.  The two main external
doors are shot, however, and Peter will submit a quote to Mark to
refurbish them both (estimate about £300?).

The cooker is also on its very last legs.  It will limp on to the end of the
season – over this winter we should plan to replace it.  If you agree,
Mark, Scott and I will look at the financial situation of the Trust over the
winter once The Green is let and make a decision about what to buy in
its place.  Overall, The Barn has been well used this summer.  A job for
the May meeting is to make some sensible decisions about The Barn
pricing which, in my view, remains very generous.  We will bring some
ideas to stimulate debate.

We have spent a lot of money.  The Green development budget is £80k
and we are already making interest repayments to our benefactors. By
the time all is finished, we may have to dip into The Flagg Trust invest-
ments to finish the project.  However Scott, Mark and I believe that the
debt will be quite manageable and this transformation will set up the
Trust for future years to fulfil the spirit of the Trust Deed and continue to
offer Unitarians, and other families, the opportunity to enjoy good quality,
low cost accommodation in this part of the White Peak.

The Barn
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What a wonderful way to hold a reunion!    Sixty-one old IRF friends from
the UK, Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands, and one American
living in Germany, cruising around the rivers and canals of the southern
Netherlands for a whole week.     Thanks to our Dutch hosts who came
up with this perfect idea for a relaxing week.

On Saturday, 28th June, we met on the Sumatrakade quayside in
Amsterdam and were transported by bus to our cruise ship, the Anna
Maria Agnes, which was moored near Dordrecht,  rather than in
Amsterdam due to maintenance work on the Rhine-Amsterdam canal.
A three course meal awaited us and then we could explore our quarters
for the next seven days.   Comfortable cabins, a pleasant dining room
and a lovely lounge with lots of comfortable chairs and sofas.    On the
top deck there was another sitting area and lots of bicycles which were
available for hire.

On Sunday we awoke to find ourselves already on the move.   We had
our morning service as we cruised along.   On the theme Life is for
Living inspired by Orloff Miller, the service was led in English and
German by Ernest Baker and Helmut Manteuffel.    Particularly
impressive was the fact that the service ended as we emerged into the
light from an extremely dark lock to the strains of Nimrod from Elgar’s
Enigma Variations. No film director could have done it better!   That
afternoon we had a fascinating trip to Kinderdijk to see 19 historic
windmills and visit at least one of them.  During dinner we sailed to
Rotterdam.

Annette Percy
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Monday was spent in Rotterdam, exploring the town, going on a harbour
tour, finding the Kubus houses and generally learning about this great
European port.  After supper we watched a very entertaining classic
Dutch film about village life.

On Tuesday, while some of our number cycled, we visited the delightful
small riverside town of Schoonhoven, famous for 300 years of
silversmithing.   After dinner there was a drama workshop led by the
daughter of Hans and Riet, much enjoyed by those who participated.

On Wednesday we cruised from Schoonhoven to Utrecht where we had
the whole afternoon to explore the town on foot, guided by Yoris,
student son of Hans and Riet, and by canal boat with a commentary on
the history of the older parts of Utrecht as we glided under bridges and
through backwaters.   Esther Muller-Meyre provided the much-
appreciated entertainment – a wonderful powerpoint record to celebrate
20 years of IRF Oldie gatherings.

On Thursday we awoke early to find ourselves already on the way to
Zaandam.   We spent the day exploring the town.   Some visited the
Peter the Great Museum, while most people ended up at the Skanzen
which was interesting but far too full of tourists.    In the evening there
was a lively display of Salsa dancing led by Sederick Short who
incredibly danced wearing wooden clogs.
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 On our final full day we arrived in Amsterdam just after breakfast, giving
time for exploring the town, museums, shopping or a bus tour of the
town.      The end of our tour had come all too soon and after a splendid
celebratory dinner we bid farewell to the crew of the boat including the
dining room staff who were all from Slovakia and had looked after us so
well.    A presentation was made to our three special organisers, Wendy,
Annetien and Hans, who had done the most fabulous job in keeping us
thoroughly entertained for a whole week.     The IRF flag was handed
over to the Germans who are already planning the next reunion some-
where near Berlin in 2017.

Esther commented again on the lovely days we had spent together and
echoed the thanks to Wendy, Annetien and Hans and the many mem-
bers of his family who contributed to making it a great week.   David and
Hazel commented on the relaxing time we had and in such perfect
weather.

“Combining a week-long cruise on Dutch canals with friends and
memories from five countries and half a century – that was magic!”

Orloff Miller summed it all up
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IRF Oldies bring back alarming news from the Netherlands :

Dutch cycle tracks are sacred territory - two metres width of smooth
tarmac, and footpaths with uncomfortable cobbles.   This allows the
terror machines to operate at speeds of up to 20 miles per hour.

Your toes are at risk, so the wise Dutch have clogs.   Unlike conventional
forces, these true believers do not wear helmets, and their faith forbids
the use of warning bells.  They are trained not to touch the handlebars
so they can operate two mobile phones simultaneously and co-ordinate
their attacks on pedestrians from right and left.

The Oldies soon realised.  You’ll never beat them - so join them.
The others chose to travel by canal.

TERRORISM IN THE NETHERLANDS Miles Howarth

Fundamentalist cyclists
terrorise pedestrians
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At its Conference in May 2013, the Foy Society discussed the subject of
Climate Change.  We sought to expand our understanding of this
important topic.  It was challenging to arrive at an overall viewpoint on
what we found to be a complex subject.

We take the view that not only is climate changing at the present time: it
always has and always will.  However, we found it difficult to quantify the
extent to which human activities are contributing to such changes.  In our
minds, there appears to be much conflicting evidence in the data
presented and forecast predictions.

What can be confusing for the lay person, are the strong opinions and
emotions that the topic engenders.  Amongst scientists, divergent
opinions are normal, and often relate to the use of differing methods of
study. Consequently, some very powerful arguments are put forward by
eminent persons and organisations in support of alternative viewpoints.
What is worrying is that some views appear to have become entrenched.
To what extent are those with significantly different viewpoints willing to
engage in open debate to help the understanding of those with a lesser
scientific background?  People at large are more likely to become
engaged if they feel that they have the benefit of a rational and balanced
consensus from the ‘experts’, though 'consensus' is principally a social
or political concept.

As an example, there is a Met Office scientist, who was heard to be
rather equivocal about whether or not the recent extremes are
man-made climate change driven!   There are others, Al Gore
included, who take a diametrically opposed view.  Who does the
average person believe?

We appreciate that Professor Levermore, who seconded the
Emergency resolution at the 2014 General Assembly Meetings, is a
member of the IPCC, and promotes the IPCC view.  We attach, as
part of our submission, a view put forward by a retired agricultural
research scientist who is also a member of the Foy Society.  Neither
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view detracts from the necessity to take action, but the difference in
approach serves to illustrate the diversity of opinion.

In the context of our changing climate it is important that we should not
only recognise the necessity to dramatically reduce harmful activities
and emissions suspected of contributing to such change, but that we
must also take action to reduce the potential impact that current changes
are having on weather patterns.  Emulating King Canute is not an option!

For instance, the implementation of flood alleviation schemes has
resulted in significantly fewer homes being inundated during the
flooding in the early part of the year, compared with the previous
occurrence of severe floods.  Protection of vulnerable power stations
and distribution network equipment must be a prime consideration.

· We should not lose sight of the fact that a significant amount of our
manufacturing base has moved overseas, to countries which might
have a less robust approach to reducing harmful emissions.

· We must be aware that we are a small country, producing a small
percentage of the world’s harmful emissions.  Whilst we must seek
to encourage those countries which are producing a greater
proportion of such emissions, we must be prepared to be in a
position to counteract the potential adverse effects of the tardiness
they may have in reducing such.   Increasing quantities of harmful
emissions are emanating from countries which are seeking to
achieve standards of living that we currently enjoy.  They will, quite
understandably, take the view that ‘if we can have it why can’t they?
In what position are we to tell them that they can’t have it?

It is vitally important that measures taken to combat climate change are
free from political and commercial influence and that they do not place
an undue burden on those least able to afford them.

· We have the example of the owners of wind farms being paid not to
generate electricity from their wind turbines when there is adequate
supply being generated from other sources.

· Governments are sometimes inclined to go for high profile, headline
grabbing, often very complex and expensive projects, to
demonstrate that they are ‘doing something’; e.g. carbon
sequestration, electric cars, heavily subsidised green energy….



Page 28

Whilst looking at less harmful methods of energy generation, it is just as
important to take serious steps to dramatically reduce energy
consumption and waste in general.

· There are many things that everyone can engage with: recycling is
one.   A reduction of waste, in the first place, reduces the need to
recycle, which, in itself, is a user of energy, etc!   There are vast
amounts of food thrown out by supermarkets which are perfectly
edible, but product dating promotes disposal.

Any motion must seek to engage the individual.  We may only be able to
have a miniscule effect individually, but we must encourage the notion
that it is socially unacceptable not to live our lives seeking to minimise
our own individual impact on the environment in the interest of future
generations.

If we do nothing then nothing will happen.  If we do something then
there is a possibility that something will happen: great trees from little
acorns grow!

We would like to seek to broaden the wording of the motion and extend
it to include guidelines as to actions that we could take on both a local,
personal, and wider, national and international, fronts.

The passing of a GA resolution must only be starting point.  Any
motion must seek to engage the individual.  We may only be able to
have a miniscule effect individually, but we must encourage the
notion that it is socially unacceptable not to live our lives seeking to
minimise our own individual impact on the environment in the interest
of future generations.

The key point is that all the scientists in the world can pontificate
about global warming and governments can huff and puff about it
but, until people can be persuaded to treat energy as a precious
resource, not something to be profligate with, there isn’t a ‘cat in
hells’ chance of hitting all the targets that are talked about.
Unfortunately we are a very long way from achieving this at present.

Richard Varley       10th July 2014
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The following piece by Vic Mason, was included with, and referred
to in the Foy Society submission to the proposers of the Climate
Change Resolution being drawn up for presentation to the General
Assembly Meetings in 2015

Under the powerful influence of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), industrial pressure groups, 'green' movements
and the media, the subject of Climatology has acquired many features
of a political or social science! Adherents of the principles of traditional
scientific methodology to test Null hypotheses are therefore
disappointed by the ruling (2009) of Mr Justice Michael Burton that a
belief in man-made climate change, if genuinely held, is capable of being
a philosophical belief for the purpose of the 2003 Religion and Belief Act.
In other words, opinions on this subject must be treated with equal
respect irrespective of their scientific merit!

Earth's global and regional climates change continuously. Historical,
archaeological and empirical scientific evidence suggests that this is
caused by cyclical and random interactions between the variable
impacts of a multitude of complex cosmic and terrestrial factors,
including solar activity, cosmic ray and particle irradiation, orbital
perturbations of the planet, geographical location, concentrations of
atmospheric greenhouse gases, low-level cloud cover, continental plate
movements, volcanic activity, ocean and air current oscillations, and a
variety of agricultural and industrial activities. At any particular time the
relative significance of such interactions is hard to assess, but to argue
that current climatic events are mainly driven by small modifications in
atmospheric concentrations of a trace atmospheric gas (carbon dioxide)
seems untenable!

Computer modelling is a very useful tool for the design of experiments
to test Null hypotheses, but in itself it does not provide empirical
evidence. Garbage in, garbage out! The accuracy of associated
projections can only become apparent after an appropriate period of
time!

Assessments of future developments in climate rest on fundamentally
differing modelling approaches and assumptions, each encumbered
with uncertainties. Conventional statistical methods build on the
identification of patterns within assembled empirical records of past
temperatures and the projection of these into the near future. Assuming
the likelihood of no imminent, dramatic change of climate, these studies
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suggest cooler conditions, globally or in the northern hemisphere, over
the next few decades.

In contrast, based on published data and 'guestimates' of the attributes
of the many factors and interactions thought to be involved, the IPCC's
general circulation models (GCMs) employ complex, deterministic, par-
tial differential equations to project scenarios of possible future tempera-
tures and emissions with statements of probabilities. Unfortunately,
inaccurate assumptions can lead to seriously flawed assessments, as
experienced in the recent banking crisis. With regard to climate change,
the balance of IPCC projections for the remainder of this century suggest
continuous (possibly dangerous) Anthropogenic Global Warming
caused principally by accumulations of man-made carbon dioxide (CO2)
and other carbon emissions.

Nevertheless, together with water vapour and methane (oxidised to CO2

in air), CO2 is a natural greenhouse gas crucial for maintaining tempera-
tures within bounds conducive to prolific Life. Without these, the planet's
average temperature would be ca. 34 oC lower than its relatively benign
+15 oC. They accomplish this by virtue of being transparent to in-coming
short-wave solar radiation, and temporarily trapping much of Earth's
long-wave infrared emissions near to the surface prior to releasing them
at higher altitudes and latitudes by convection and conduction.

Water vapour accounts for some 60–90% of this warming effect, yet at
higher concentrations it also acts like a thermostat through the albedo
effect of low-level cloud formation. About 70% of Earth's surface is
covered by ocean, and any rise in temperature will raise water vapour
concentrations and low-level cloud cover. The associated reflection of
more short-wave solar energy back into space reduces the accumulation
of heat, ultimately cooling the planet. The impact of water vapour is
clearly illustrated by the differing climatic conditions and vegetation
cover of, for example, neighbouring equatorial rainforests and subtropi-
cal deserts.

The extensive evidence of a Medieval Warm Period followed by a Little
Ice Age is consistent with the rise in global temperature and ocean
surface levels which have occurred since the start of the Industrial
Revolution (ca.1850). Furthermore, since increases in ocean-surface
temperatures lag behind those of the landmasses and atmosphere in a
warming climate, one would also expect dissolved CO2 to be released,
thereby raising its atmospheric concentrations. Nevertheless, the corre-



Page 31

lation between temperature and CO2 levels is poor. Although warming
occurred between 1850 and 1940, cooling occurred from then until 1976,
followed by a warming from 1976 until the peak of the major El-Niño
event of 1998. No increase in average global temperature has occurred
since 1998 despite a 5% increase in atmospheric CO2 concentration
over this recent period. Clearly, this gas is not the principal driver of
global temperature. In fact, in earlier transitions from glacial to intergla-
cial periods, temperature rise preceded increases in atmospheric CO2

levels by many years. Furthermore, the decreasing level of impact of
rising increments of atmospheric CO2 on temperature suggest that since
1850 emissions of this gas may already have produced most of its
potential warming effect.

In addition to producing temperature and moisture conditions conducive
to Life on Earth, CO2, water and solar activity are directly involved in
photosynthesis, the complex process central to plant growth, food and
fuel production, and the replenishment of atmospheric oxygen. Plant
growth almost ceases at CO2 levels of 200 ppmv; but the current 387
ppmv is central to the green revolution, and a two- to threefold increase
in the concentration of this nutrient in the air of commercial greenhouses
greatly stimulates the growth of vegetables and other plants. Photosyn-
thetic processes also supplement natural chemical reactions which
continually sequestrate carbon in chalk, limestone, plant materials, peat
and other fossil fuels, thereby countering a serious rise in atmospheric
CO2 levels over time. Present day levels of this gas are not abnormal,
similar or higher concentrations (measured with the precise Pettenkoffer
method) having been recorded in the past. Sadly the IPCC chooses to
ignore this evidence.

Unitarians should address the more pressing issue of the almost expo-
nential growth of human populations (with its attendant demands for
material goods and an easier lifestyle) in an overcrowded world. This is
already putting severe pressure on global reserves of food, water and
other natural resources, producing harmful wastes and pollution in many
regions, restricting the area, bio-diversity and quality of the natural world,
modifying local climate, and occasionally leading to warfare! Unless this
problem is seriously tackled the Earth's natural support systems will
continue to be degraded or destroyed, putting human survival into
jeopardy. Unfortunately, politicians treat this problem with too much
caution! Vic Mason
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We welcome three new members - Robin Handford in Oxford, and
Joan Smith living in Kendal who both joined at the GA Meetings in April,
and also John Rowland who attended his first Foy conference in May.

Gavin Mason recently moved from Sheffield to Cornwall to be near
daughter Heather and the grandchildren. We wish him well as he settles
into his new home at: 46 Gwarth-An-Drae, HELSTON, Cornwall, TR13
0BS

CONGRATULATIONS
Sheila Weddell and Jack Howes on their engagement on July 16th. We
wish you all the very best for that special day when it comes in October
2015.

News of Members
Hazel Warhurst

Florence Elizabeth

Graham Copley and
Astrid Williams, on the
birth of a daughter  born
on August 1st weighing
8lbs 3oz. Another lovely
grandchild for Doug and

Sue Copley.
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Caring thoughts go to:
Emily and Mark Deakin and their families, who said farewell to precious
baby son, Archie Robert, on June 4th.
Howard Wilkins, who sadly lost his wife Joan on September 5th.
Janet Ford and Annette Percy, who both had health issues in July.
Annette’s problem was quite unexpected and came after a wonderful
holiday cruising the canals of the Netherlands with the IRF “Oldies.”
Janet underwent an eight hour operation for a complicated hiatus hernia.
Unfortunately she was allergic to the pain relief given after the operation
so that was an added problem. In spite of everything Janet speaks highly
of her treatment and everything to do with her two weeks in the Salford
Royal Free hospital. She has followed the Consultant’s post op advice to
the letter, and is hopeful that he will confirm in October that the operation
was successful. To Annette and Janet, and anyone else who has been
suffering from health worries, our best wishes that they will regain their
strength and soon be able to resume doing what they enjoy.

Finally..... Best wishes for a truly happy day to the Varley family when
Richard and Lynne’s daughter, Hannah, marries Colin Sibley on 27th
September.

Membership Subscriptions
The rate remains £7.50 for Individual Membership and £10.00 for a
couple.
Please make all cheques payable to “The Foy Society” Bank
transfers are very acceptable. Ask me for bank details.
Reminders for subscription arrears should have been sent out by email
by the time you read this, or are enclosed with your paper copy of Foy
News.
Changes of Contact Details
Send any change of address or email listing to me, or to the Editor, as
       soon as possible so that we can keep our records up to date.

Robin / Bobbi

Richard O’Brien and his wife
Iris, on the birth of a daughter
on 8th August. Robin, 7lb 6oz,
to be known as Bobbi, is the
first grandchild for
Elizabeth O’Brien.
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I have again been imposed upon by the Flagg Trustees
to organise a work-weekend to attend to some outstand-
ing jobs on the Barn.  We have decided to get together
for a weekend in late March.  This is some time off but it
will be too late to put in the Spring edition of Foy News.
Please try and make a note of the date as soon as you
get your 2015 diary.  Otherwise I will be sitting by the
wood burner on my own!

It’s the usual stuff, some inside jobs, some outside,
some light work and some which is good for you (in small
doses).  None of us are getting any younger so please
do not feel that you are expected to do stuff which you
would have enjoyed doing thirty years ago.  I work at half
the speed I used to but would welcome your company
and a pint with you or a meal in one of the locals.
Although it will be late March, the wood burner will be
heating the place, hopefully  with some of the wood
Peter has donated from The Green restoration.  Let’s
see what we can get done together...

Give me a ring 01257 269502 a few days before, to let
me know you will be there. If you prefer to email, my
address is on the back of Foy News.

John Hewerdine

“Barn” Work Weekend at Flagg
20th-22nd March, 2015
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Never visited or stayed at The Barn?
Come along and join us for the
weekend or just for Saturday.  The
gathering will involve a mix of
activities with a service on Saturday
afternoon and a social in the evening.
The rest of the Bank Holiday
Weekend will be a social time with
some gentle walks for those inclined.

Give Isobel Mason (see back page)
a ring if you would like to sleep in the
Barn, camp or join us for any meals....

Flagg
Welcome
Weekend

22nd to 25th May, 2015



Winter Walking with David Copley.

On the cover of this “Fashion Edition” we are showing what the
younger generation are wearing to keep the cold out in January. As
Winter approaches our minds turn to favourite ways of keeping warm in
the cold weather.  Some of the more crazy members of Foy choose the
coldest place they can find to test out the latest fashions.

Some of the
participants can
be quite
stile conscious

Hucklow is Base Camp
but it’s not long before
we can find ourselves

on the Pennine Way
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Some of us still feel that the “Beanie” is stylish Others wear one with bright red accessories
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The familiar walk back into Great Hucklow from Foolow

I suppose teabags are biodegradable
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The next Conference will again be at Great Hucklow.  It will be
co-ordinated by Anne Fieldhouse who has agreed to organise a number
of workshops.  At our AGM, there was a consensus for having a change
from the usual pattern of “Study Subject” and speakers.

Next time, we will have the chance to enjoy some of our fellow Foy
members  and other contemporaries, sharing their skills in a range of
subjects designed to interest just about everyone.  Josh Hewerdine has
offered to cook something up in the Round House, “Exotic Camp
Cooking” we believe.  Colin Partington will be making shapes with his
Scroll Saw and showing us some woodcraft.

There are other, yet-to-be-confirmed ideas such as Julie Dadson on Wild
Flower identification and John Harley encouraging some artistic
expression through drawing, painting and even story telling. It has been
suggested that we might find someone to give us confidence in Public
Speaking.  Other possibilities are in the areas of Photography and
computer image modification.  The editor has no idea who might be
asked to lead these…

As the time get closer, contact
or Joan Partigton, our Conference Secretary (phone No on back page),
to find out more.  Make a note in your diary.     It really does sound fun!

Next Year’s Foy Conference
1st-4th May, 2015

annefieldhouse@googlemail.com

Potential candidate
for leading a
Photography
Workshop
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      (mobile) 07765005870

Conference Secretary:

Joan Partington,
“Sandcroft”,
Townhead,  Hayton,
BRAMPTON,
Cumbria.         CA8 9JF.

01228 670565

Flagg Secretary:

Isobel Mason,
11, Easton Road,
Flitwick,
Bedfordshire,
          MK45 1EU

01525 714341

Correspondence Sec.

Richard Varley,
60, Weggs Farm Road,
Northampton,
NN5 6HD

01604 587860

Editor - Foy News:

John Hewerdine,
Whittle Wharf,
Whittle Springs,
Chorley,
Lancashire.              PR6 8AE

01257 269502

Editor’s email : john@hewerdinefamily.co.uk

Some Useful          Contacts


